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Abbington, Vallateen Virginia Dudley (b. 1907?, Indiana; d. 2003, Los Angeles, CA). teacher, social worker, civic leader who filed a lawsuit to equalize teacher salaries in Louisville.
Born in rural Indiana to a family of eight children, Valla Dudley Abbington sold newspapers as a teenager.  Following the death of her parents, she worked her way through Michigan State Normal College and pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.  In 1938, she married Jesse Matthew Abbington.


Abbington began her 18-year teaching career in North Carolina before moving to Kentucky to teach at Louisville’s Jackson Junior High School.  The Louisville Board of Education paid African American teachers $300 less than white teachers.  In 1940, she became the plaintiff in a lawsuit brought by the Louisville NAACP to equalize teacher salaries.  Thurgood Marshall representing the national NAACP legal committee and Charles H. Houston and Prentice Thomas served as the local NAACP counsel in the case, Valla Dudley Abbington et. al v. Louisville Board of Education.  With support from the Louisville Courier-Journal, the school board equalized pay for African American teachers in Louisville in 1941.


Abbington later moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and she earned a master’s degree in social work and worked to desegregate low-income public housing.  She also promoted the integration of her local church, Trinity Episcopal.  Widowed since 1962, and childless, Abbington died on October 13, 2003, in Los Angeles, California.  She is buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri.
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